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pects of educational development, and to leave out all
reference to such particular problems, almost equally im-
portant, as secondary and higher education,l the place of
the vernacular in education, the provision of suitable text-
books, and the teaching of art and music. Even in this
brief account, however, it is necessary to mention the
special problem of the education of girls. Much lip service
has been paid to its importance, but girls still make up
barely one-fifth of the total school enrolment in some
colonies, and in others far less. In some territories hardly any
girls are receiving education except in low-grade vernacu-
lar schools.3
In many ways the satisfactory education of girls is even
more important than that of boys. To a large extent the
solution of the problems of agriculture and soil erosion, no
less than those of health, depends on the education of
women, but even less progress has been made with the educa-
tion of women than with that of men. On the whole, there-
fore, the women remain more strongly attached than their
menfolk to customs which have little relation to present
needs. Also, nursing, teaching, social welfare and other
professions which normally depend on women for at least
part of their recruitment are starved of suitable candidates
for training.
The backwardness of women's education is partly due to
the attitude of parents, who value education for their chil-
dren chiefly as the key to a salaried post which will enable
the child to assist his family in later years. While, therefore,
it may be considered worthwhile to make sacrifices to
maintain a boy at school, few parents are willing to accept
1 See Cmd. 6647, Report of the Commission on Higher Education in
the Colonies, H.M.S.O., 1945. 2s, This gives a clear and authoritative
account of the present situation and proposed development.
2 Note, however, that in certain pastoral areas, e.g. in Bechuana-
land, the number of girls in school exceeds that of boys, since most
boys of school age are engaged in herding cattle. Hailey, p. 1255,
refers to this point,